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Abstract

Sangam literature serves as a cultural trait and a reflection of the lifestyle of the
ancient Tamil society. This research paper deeply describes the social background of Tamil
clothing design, the use of ornaments, and their grooming methods as revealed through
Sangam poems. The paper extensively compiles the technological and evolutionary transition
of human attire—moving from primitive times when humans lived in harmony with nature
wearing leaves, tree barks, and animal skins, to the civilization's progress that led to the
weaving and wearing of cotton, silk, and ultra-fine fabrics described as fine as 'snake's skin'.
Furthermore, this paper explains the advanced grooming and lifestyle nuances of ancient
Tamils, such as women spinning yarn at home under lamplight and their active participation
in the weaving industry; the social status reflected through ornaments like the tiger-tooth
amulet (pulipal thaali) worn by children, the warrior’s anklet (veerakkazhal) worn by men,
and the anklets (silambu), waist-bands (megalai), rings (paandil), and conch bangles worn
by women; the signature garlands of the three great dynasties (Moovendhar), the wartime
flower-wearing traditions of warriors, and the essential practice of women adorning
themselves with flowers; along with grooming techniques like perfuming the hair with
eaglewood smoke (akil), and applying red cotton sap (sempanchu kuzhambu) and fragrant
unguents (thagarum). Through these elements, this paper establishes that clothing and
ornaments were not merely for external beauty, but also stood as symbols of gender roles, life
ethics, and the socio-economic civilization of the ancient Tamil society.
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FhI& @)eVbEWnhISaT 0 QL ewL_ LOMMILD Y LIT6wTHIS6T 6T FeLpasLi LilesTLjevLd

ysweraui Q. prglar, 2 _saill Guyrdiflwir, sulpriteys siewm,
StV 10 Fevfl euTaFesT WHETT Hewev LHMID YMlailiwisd Heveprm), QurbugTT, SBPBHT®, @) BSIwT.
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9} li16)]&F F(H&HSHLD

LPBSOPF  FAPESHIOT  LITLITL (B YD UITENIBIHETHEYLD, eurpailissh
BEODTETITIY UITHOYLD UITBIGLIN FIBI% (QVSBIUIBISOTTELD. FBI% (QeVSHBMILI LITL V56 soT
uLf] VT ELh HLpiBeleor Q6L 621y UGHLOLIL], DY LIT6UTLI LILIGITLIT () LODMYLD 656N leor
RLILISHSIT (1LpsOMBNMIIT FOPHLI LIOTLIVSDS YLpLOTS (Qeiioumileyd; HL(Hlswr afleunlss| D).
Y B0 B6IT QUIDOSECUITH) (Z)WUIBE] UTIPBSI H6DLP, LOTLILIL 6WL_ LODMYLD 66V /BISH%B6N 60T
CHTVBWN QYW W 2 BN BlewsV wrnf, BrEnls eueridduilorred 'Lmbiilsr Ggms
Gurssp 0% Gloshalus [BrevrenL Benaruw, LIIGSE! WDMILD LI B Q46wL_BeNETU/LD 6B LIS/
2 BGSHw  CFTflUm/L L uflsoTTw  sueriFHeww  Z)EsL Blews allfleursd  ClET&HSS5I%
I YBIDG.  ClLisTSseT 6l 1960 allerd6lsraflulls) mrsD BIHM GCFUIGIBOT DML 6lEFeY S
6l T1flllsh e serler Sallrts LBISafILL);, Flmyeuiser Yol LaILLIsD ST, Q4L i Flg it
A T&BLpe), wHafli yewllhs FeviL), Csewey, LTeITIR), FBIG 6UDTIIVET GLITCD
9y L1T TS ST U] Glous LI Feps YBHVSE/; AP CoubSTHNIIT YWL_UITET LOTENEVSH6N,
wpeuiseflssr — CUITHETVL — LFGHLY  WFL%HeT  wpmh  wHafliflar i@ @I
B)STIIHIOUITEDL,  In BSYISE —YBIDLIOHUYL L6V, OCIFIILIEHFS GLPLL) ODMYLD 56007
BDYBSEILD  LyFB6D GLITGTD LIPBSLIUPTIor GodLil L spLILISHSIT [BIL LIBIFHET BHBULIcD6Y
Bssisuriisys sr BHlsogiuiled flessLILIL Heienssr. (B)H6oT APSVLD, B46WL LD DY LIT6RTAPLD G)odmyLD
LD YLPB|DBTeTew6 0L (HULODSVTLOSD, LIPBSIOIPF FOPHEHHIOT LITAIITLI LIBIS G, eUTLpailiuss)
s wPmyd  ClTIETTSTT  BIHEN%E 2 wialear G BGIBNTES BBLPHESET  6TETLINS
B)ss1 Gevr plmieysns!.

@D FEQFTDSEET: Fhiss (3)VbHWID, HETT, DLEDL_, Y LITERTLD, SPLILIEHEWIT, HEHL D eHL .

pSTEIEDT

"o ewrug BT, 2 Bliusney @ rewGL" steorm ymBreTHm suflsensCGasnu, wesfls
uTLpalleT gLl g CHemaUBATTET 2_6T6Y LDHMILD 2 WL & Ed HLOIPT LITLTL 146D (Lpdhsslul
QL_psr(®). YHlweflssT Fuipensts GlUTHL semar YewL wTs ewilbs HTeVD ST (),
mILuwrer GpFeys 6aTifled epeod ‘umbLilesr Gasmed' Gumrern ClweVedlwl YL ewL_Hewers
swrflds Brafls eueridd euewy &Fhis @UEHWBISST FTETM USITHSTHOT. ewL 6T
w pwerhl, 2 L ewevls  GuTedleyuBSHHID — HelHVTHAT  LMHMID  LITSHIGTLILITET
SBIGLIL_BIGenar ewlILSleY|b LPHBLOIPTHer 2 0SNCH WpeTCRTTIQUITSS HloLDHSHEVTIT.
@)L (hewr, FBis HT6V Ldhaefler eurpailuiedlsy QyemL, QLIFERTD WHMILD HL L L &dbenev
CQuUDMBHS Fepaslt LsTLevshens allard@dHeusnd CBTHaLomsd 6% Tt (hsTarg).
FhI& B)VESENWLD FnMILD WL 6T

wéHefler gl s Cahemeusehst 2 avallh@ 9BHSHS Blewevullswerts GlLmisug
2 L wr@ld. v, wriul el Gurstpauhenm 2 RSP YslwesllFHer Her CHL_eVTed
allovmigasaflsst  Garedlewewryld 2 _(hssevmenrmesr.  Llereri  prasfls  eueriFFuimsd
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2 hSUILIL L 6T BTVTEWL &HewerT 2 MUGFH OGFiiub Flewevsd o wWihsTer. @euaiends
epsToribLig Blewsw  euemiEFulledBhGs  OlsTewe@BrHE  GlupliuGEIDG.  UPBHSLID
FYPSTWHMSL CUTMISS euswruiled 2 ewLuiler GCoheweuswws Blewmey OGFww @) resr(®
aumswTer  auflpewpEemers  CFwWLIBHSHS  UBFISTOTMID  LIVTTHIDGI.  peiTm)
auplweursHEhds@ 2 amrGaur(h 2 ewLedwwld FlewL sbsF 6lFiige, wHeMTTN 2 swiL_uils
2 _MHUSFHEHEG g liuenLwrer CsTdledleneii GlLIHdbEHBH6D 6TETLIST G LD.

SHETEWET BTl 6U(HLD eUMWeUTd: @D, LITeRTTHGD jeuismerlesr FPFed ewL_senerds
HWTHGI, LSSTewL Hewer 2 (hdEsFolFlinh LupbsLilp O rFiseaflsr ClFweEHeari LDBTeTN)
STLQSTDGHI. eueuTm UPBISLILL L. VL _&H6T LIVaIHS:  BHIWTE6UeeVLILIT(H%N6Td
QB TERTL_BTHeYLD, LIVeUHHS6IGTL BIL Litiseflsit GleuaflliLrLrEeayd alerdidler. LmbLier
GareL  GuUTETD  eugeMaIUHLWTe D, cpBISIOleT 2 6TUSHGSlL 2 siter  Cghremevrl
Gumermesreytd, OpUWwiLLL. BTV  @ewypseflesr  suflews  9Pflw  Wypwrs, L,
GouemeILTL (HL_63T Fn Lg WSTEYLOTH W DpewL_Hewer euplweuis@Hds ClaThSg 2 Hbsd ClFs
CFigluilewevr,

umribLfl weiresr euigaflewr smibLilsir

su® GlFredlull esflenpwiesntl eurym

spewry Bl S60EIE Wie@) (Ynbrepm, ur. 383: 9-11)
6TeTN LITL6VIg&H6T HTL (HaleTmerr. @)ewasliGLmsv, wewnfl, GlLUTeT, ps5aHiHsGCerTH LILGaum)
QUMBWITRT 2 DL ST auPBIFSW  CFglewwuyb, yDBTeTm ST (HFlermer. GogyiLb,
SEML_HEhdE 6UTERTLD JMMID (pewmuilewesrt LphSLOIpT SHM)(HHSETT 6TedTLIGI, H6Vdb
sFensd CrrFens Lyeum FrewL sTedsim euflire)id, HL 60 Yewev CUTTD WL HWeT 2 DLIGH]
QFld  eushTewid  GETETIY (HheTT 6Tt  OlBeareurdmgl. GbFeys 6HTLfeid s,
IliuswLwrer UmSSleww 2 arhTl1gCwCw  allewearallss CFuigluilsweti LpBTERTN)
ST Q&Ingl. umsbS lgslwrst vllfliu’ L ews, umsbs GeuedlE Fmri  eTedTLSIIID
SPlw Py S

wewev Gumsiim Cameirsmafley, aflewev wFliyewLw e wewfl Casmidasliul L LTby

GumeiTm euaTHS (HEGLD YTHMSUD, L CousmevliLr@enLw HedBISLD 6TeTM

QYEVL_EDWIULD LOGTEITET YewibB (HbSSTS (YnBTenrm, wr.398) urLe) ammiSngI

(epewesreuir SNIGrwevsT, 82, L. 2)
eTeiTm) (psweTeui 2.LIGTeVsT I euTHsT HaTgH Ylleyshsl Henruilsy Lsley OGlFuigisTarTi.
FBISHTVS SLilpiseflsst surpaiwedley Gpaays CHTleL e o crarswrear @)L GmsLl
CQUDBBHSH. oL SWTHALILD HeuTHsT ewBWTHTL GSHTLHVBIL LIBISEHLD, DML &S,
aueTenTd  HLUHID  HmVBEHD LPHSWIpHlet  Guwibul L Brafasms 2 eSlDEL
LUe»DFTHMIHSTOET. LPHSLOPTHET emL_semear 6BUuIGsTH WL (HwsTy], HeuDmIsEGs
BHShDH UTENTID THMID HeWVBUWILIGES (PeMDHMETW|LD B6iTE DHBS(HHSOTT. Hew Bnds
HFHHMOTW LD, L), CouemevliLT(hHsT BlewmbHH DYWL HEWETU|LD HeUTHer pewl Huimilliiled
LweTUBSSujsiTereri. 9igIwL (HosiTn], &L_60l6T YewmevdHemaris GUITETD LolgLIL|SHeN6T 2 DL I
BILLDTST  YewLsewear 2 Husbsl CFlwld yFrsSlw  Flpewwsdwujd  ULPHSLOLT
CQuUDH M (HHBHETT eT6dTLIG ailwiliLilh @ fluig.

CuesseafleT LIGIE

CpFays OsTISE s YliueLwrer ComauwiTs allaThiGaug LUMHoHH Y @LD.
ULhSLIIPTHET B)SHemaw LihGslenw Ceupmi bTHS6fed(HbgI @)MdhEHLs] ClFUILITLEY, HBIg6T
2 61T 19C0Cw CuHeaTallsy allmerTalssari. FhissTVSSlL LV FADmrisenerd FHOIL
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UmESSHF 6FigsGar CeausdlwrTes YwWHBH(HSGHD arallhGl umeHS ealeusFrwid WsF
QFYIILTS BewLGlLDB(HHSSI. LPHSLOIPT FepssHle0 OBFe s C1BTLH6L 6TETLIZ D) 60TSH E1hd%
Bl&TTal GlLeTsEp Sallrwrsl ukGsHm @, FnlBd CsTflevrs allermidwg). GOILLTS,
ClueTsHeT YewL CBUINSHSTSHT HTeWeVS SWTHLILFD CUEmD LUBIG eudldseri. GbsFa s
g rLfledlsL GlLevTs EpHLD HallTioTds FFRLIL L (HHSEVTIT.

LSS ClLIeusTLY 65T LIghI6 6V65T6EsT

u@SSIL1 Quentiysir A allersssg (YUpBTegm, ur. 125: 1)
stedTm auifl @)sewerrd &TLHFIMGI. Cogid, CluesTssT af g0 allerdClsraflulled BTEL HTHM
QFig) Cpeflauraslngl. @)sHHmHw LOCUMI BL 6MGHNBEHET, YWL BHEHHHTRT SHemeUsnIL
Blewmey OGFiw  uphsBlpT CuHOsTETL.  6CFHTmVCHTSGHS S L BISDET BTG
Ceueflssrl (hHlermer. woHefli He0lBISD 6TOTMID, PHOUME Y WL DWW NI HBHATT. G
H60lBI& BTL 1960 (HbGI eUbBHI 6T6TLIG HLIGLIWTTEY GLmLiLI(BID.

STHSTT BT Iged(HhgI aubd Glpeuend &HSTIL srarliGluwr GuHmg spLiy
CBrHsssdhsgih. Carewl, @GoflT WHedlw SHTeVBISHEHGCHDL, 2 oL WrHY 2 (hssleri
sToTLgl ‘UL B BEHES H1FHCTrHSHID’ sTerTenid Hquirsd Gupriu@ib. yereor & ClFsv@euri
‘9BDHOFHaTS Hevfl YewL 2 BHHBleTi, G LL L&D, Frewt sTedTmi eupBISLIGILIMID. BTV
BTHGL  @ueuewser LGS Cuentigi’  eTeatCm  Aplitlssiul Leri.  @)dHemEw
wpewpwrer UmSS  elleusTwid, OCuenstsefledr  QurTs 2 ewwlil,  susTeRTGLHMILD
QarifleomI’ L LHMID Yol suigeuswlitile &Tigw Sefldgeud Curearn LLGaum)
QBTemeVCHTHGHF Fhsewerasepd Sl L BiserGw uphsLllpflear el g Cahemeusnuld
SHFTTCUT(®H Blewmey CFuiw 2 FHallesr sTedTLISD gpwidlsvemev.

EHTLHV YL (B whHends ), ewL_556iT)

SmeVeueT HeaTg HTHOUler FApliysewers Caryeflib eleuflsSlnTer. aust
W&H&H6T6V FBIF, 6UMETUIVHMETW|LD, B)ewL_ullGev EhTLHV LT SHBH T HewpaHeaTTsD G mids L L
DD L_HEDETWLD 6T B (HLILIGTH oMM TedT.

HTEIT6V EHTLP6V SHailedTOLIMI H6WLpwisiT

suenrwy waeflfler g fwblersr

Blewpuwi (i CBEhFd CsTerelmrefls CasrGar (miGmBmTmI, ur. 195)

HLNHBWIF CFTemeLUNED EHTLPV HEMLPIWITEOTET ewL_ jewilbd jeuer, emsvioseafli GLmesrm
CuIp@L T FBpeusTHayd, HeuGeT HOTH 2 6TMHMBHE HEUTHHEUST 6THTMILD &HEW6V6USST
CLHLISLD GG TeiTas] D TedT.

SmIPp YL 2 [HiE5560

S YL 2 HHHID LPsHSLD wohoHeflenL_Cuw @) Hbsens “@BIGMIBTNI” FnniHmII.
LUen&s SHWL LVTHTTID GHMPUWTID CSTHSSILL L. Swpujenl_. B0 BIDD 2 e»L_w
CpiI5C GsTRLeT WE. Lneureww &mHsH 6FmbHI, LsTewnsr, @HDLY wpHedlulene
HVhgl OFTHSSLILIL L STV LIS HeWL 6TTDT6T. “LDBTETHMIS STLSDBe6VLI (0HLDEwLD)
LITL 6V p6dTMl6L LoV B1pEHemTeL CBMISHIS H1 1q WSS p(HEUMSE WL “HewLp” 6TETEILD
QFrevevTsd GBS&EILBSDSG.” (FFeor, &m. 1. 389) srerm Fevrg Y lleydhsEL (Hewruiled FHemip
2 wLewwd GUILUSTGD eTerm Uil (Hsitenmi. GlLTeTewy ClousdTenid LG  BHIMID
QBTERTL LIV LEVTHEHLD HVbGI FLbBSTepd @ewulled Few Cui wewflCuTey &HlL_Hg)
leflTH60l6tT GBUIBEY Liswdd HewLp eTedTmTsr. GBTgIWeVTeTT ClaTsiterTi B)eweuGuw 6TedTMG)
BwevevrsTilev @ittt 3)svemev eTedTLSTD. GlLMISHEHTW WPHMSHL LTHeui allh @b
Qariflev Ly uilsd Limboeaust semsvai oy eumei.
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SL V06 (1P ClFHTEUITHEHT BTFH6V LOL_LDI56IT

Q& L_6V(HLD FHIWITLD BV

uLedledr Lmwev sausual FLHCWrGer (BIGBTMI, uT. 374)
FBIFIV LID&GHD (PS5GIHHem6Ts O\&TeTTHE LITSHT 6JeNSTW BHleVdhSHe0 euTLpLIaIis @ allhELb
HL6V GIUTHHHw CBTRTH6IT TS Hdhdb (PIGWTH HTHNDHH Shdl, BT CLPH6VT 6T
@il 2 ME&HHMHH Heuihhl 6% TEITL_T6IT 6TETM HEWEVEUEIT Fon 1)]16OTT 63T.
9| swil 6T yewfluyLb LIL&aLD

FBIS HT6V EHEHET LVGUM| eUMBUWITET IewilEHe0siTEHemertl LIeTURSS W euLpdHLD
HooarTaSmgl. &redley  GlumeTarTevmressr FaHmiens. @)HLULING GlursTwenflullsvresr  suL_Lb,
9HTELO6V Feubs Lieu Ul misHeT Heummler Goed LybgiHlev. enaulls 9y Glgmiy, sumsi,
el Guretn ewflsemer CBHBISEHSL 1g ST @Tewr(h) LDSSID HTewer 2 (Heuld
STHRIS W LeuPSHHTeV GFI% Sjewll. 1pdHgIbh LV wewllseEpd Lineyd CsTHs cpedTml euL_mighsT
S|eummid @ Gosv Fevliyls GuTevd GlFiig wewflremey gy HweunHenmd FmieuidsE o ewllalldsg
9@ ClFIHevTi.

yedlliue sredlewws HAprids@ enflalgbsari stad GFiigleww, “yedllum mredlls
yermewevd FApreyi” (ymsrenrmy, ur. 3741 9) wpeui STVl aFfTdhEHLPL Hewileugid
GuewTiy i GleVeVIg Uil FleVIDLINTIBEVID 6ULPEGHLD. LIHEBW TFeuTledT Hewevulled ewvflbgk GlLimesT
wpullener o /aHF afrHspsy OlFiigl, weTerT HTEdlL ewilHBHerT, 6B HEHCIFL WIET
sl dlewt] sewerhd HTeOle 6TTHEPL YewilbsTer. Caprafley ewfllhs OGsTigenw BHoH,
allsVewevlt LNMleTTedT, HevvTewflujld ST(HLD Hewilbg WDLML GHTOleww HEHMT BHlewsvuilsd
CuTmeb@GF CaFstmreir. LTL alll_(h), 2 _ewrayb B)STY HT6iT 2 ewTewid OlGTL BIFTTET 6T6I
QBB EpoFflwer @eremiouilsy GLIT(hbHeWwewwd ST (P @)ewL_&@GTmri Slpri LmLev,
@)erewin Y ewilssveaenar HPIaILCHTH jauesTdHl Li(Heu WTHMSHMSUD LeOLILBSSHISIDSI.
meierf] eTedTend ausTorsd Geul ewLwimL & GFarmGurgl, Lsveufl b 'smi @B BTG ib', CGeumy
2 wihg GUITHET 6TedTLITED (PHBIKIVENEV 6TOTHIn D], BjeuTdh@ LOTTLND LLeTL e IBIGHBTLD
Y THMSU LD (PeiTewSHUiled Henflbs HLsoHwHW|D 6flSHTeT TN GFUISWITEY, QTID HL_&LD
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